JAPAN MATSURI 2020

THE UK'S PREMIER JAPANESE FESTIVAL
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Stage Performances All Day ‘OSUF’EA"” ‘
Dance, Song, Cosplay, Traditional Music, Japan Matsuri.
Martial Arts and Japanese Food Stalls
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We are Japan Matsuri, a registered charity (Charity Commission Number 1150911) and welcome your donation to promote Japanese
culture in the UK. For further information, please contact us at contact@japanmatsuri.com




NO ADDITIONAL AIRFARES FOR E
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS IN JAPAN

Add more to your
trip this winter with
Tokyo+ from ANA

5-STAR LUXURY, ZERO EXTRA AIRFARE’

Experience Japan at its most authentic this January and February. Beat the
crowds, enjoy lower prices, and take in stunning winter landscapes with
ANA-—Japan’s award-winning 5-Star airline connecting Tokyo to over 40 cities.

MORE JAPAN AT NO EXTRA COST"

No add-on fares”: Include one Japan domestic flight in each direction

of your journey at no additional airfare”.

No stopover fees in Tokyo: Extend your stay in Tokyo before or after visiting
another Japan destination at no extra cost (previously £75 per stopover).

CHOOSE YOUR WINTER ADVENTURE
#% Ishikawa & Shirakawa-go — A Classic Winter Escape

Step into a snow-covered fairy tale. Marvel at Shirakawa-go’s iconic
thatched-roof villages under a blanket of snow, wander historic Kanazawa, and
savour world-class winter seafood.

{ Kyushu — A Warmer Winter Retreat

Escape the deep freeze in southern Japan. Enjoy mild winter temperatures,
soothing outdoor hot springs (onsen), historic towns, and scenic natural
retreats at a tranquil pace.

Shirakawago

Ready to fly? Book your 5-Star journey with ANA today.

Taxes and fees may apply. Valid on select fares from
Europe to Japan. Subject to domestic flight availability.

ANAS @ |

Inspiration of JAPAN




It gives me great joy to extend a warm welcome to all visitors attending
the Japan Matsuri 2026! At this fantastic festival, now celebrating its 16th
anniwversary, there is so much Japanese culture to experience. This year we
also welcome Mr Hiroyuki Miyagawa as the new Chairman of the Executive
Committee. You will enjoy a festival that continues to grow and evolve while
honouring its glorious traditions built over the years.

Throughout the day, the stage will feature many diverse performances, with

demonstrations of martial arts, traditional music and pop culture. There are also
delicious food and drink stalls, cultural attractions, and travel tips on Japan’s

many fascinating destinations.

Message from

His Excellency Mr Hiroshi SUZUKI,
Ambassador of Japan to the UK

T

This year, Japan's Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi visited the United Kingdom,
bringing our two nations closer together in friendship and partnership. I hope
that the Japan Matsuri will continue to strengthen that bond in the coming
years.

This festival has been made possible by the tremendous voluntary efforts
of Japanese residents in the UK and British friends of Japan, and the generous
support from the sponsors. I would like to express my deep gratitude to all
involved, especially Japan Matsuri Ltd, which consists of the Japan Association
in the UK, the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry in the UK, the
Japan Society and the Nippon Club. Let me also thank the Greater London
Authority and the City of Westminster Council for their kind assistance. We are
profoundly grateful to this great city and its people, who have long welcomed
and supported our community, our businesses, and our cultural life.

I wish you all a truly enjoyable day at Japan Matsuri 2026!
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S&B(R) Authentic Taste of Japan

We have a history of over 100 years
as the leading spice and herb manufacturer in Japan.
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Scan here for details of the
stalls and stage performances!

Answer the questionnaire for a
chance to win Japan Matsuri goodls!

Thank you for coming to Japan Matsuri 2026!
We appreciate your visit and support and hope you had a great time.
To help us make future Japan Matsuri events even better,
we would love to hear your feedback and impressions.

Please kindly complete the survey by scanning the QR code. £ ni;jun Tl
Don't miss out - Japan Matsuri goodies could be yours 1) gfesah
We appreciate your time and thoughts!
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MCs: Simon Wright, Susan Momoko ngley, Klil Zimbalista, Charles N|sh|kawa and others

10:00-~11:00 Opening Ceremony

Wadaiko Performance - Tamashii School of Wadaiko-Do
The Tamashii Drummers bring to you a dynamic and captivating Wadaiko performance, featuring a variety of
different styles, including the colourful and spirited Fukui style from the West Coast of Japan.

Japan Matsuri song IBUKI /

Naomi Suzuki with Chelsea Kodomo no Hiroba & Universal Young Stars
IvINVEVY T TR : SKFAIEFHiE

We're dancing together once again to the powerful rhythms of the Japan Matsuri Official Song — "IBUKI"!

A song loved at Japanese festivals around the world, "IBUKI" brings everyone together through music, dance,
and celebration. This year, Naomi Suzuki, Chelsea Kodomo no Hiroba, and Universal Young Stars will light up
the stage once again! Clap your hands, dance with us and sing along. Let's fill Trafalgar Square with smiles,
energy, and the spirit of Japan. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6iFFXga7Dw&t=4s
https://lit.link/naomisuzuki | https://chelsea-kodomonohiroba.co.uk/

Opening Ceremony FA—7=J+tLE€=—
Japan Matsuri will be officially launched by the Chairman of Japan Matsuri Executive Committee and the
Ambassador of Japan to the UK, who will lead a traditional Japanese kagami biraki, or ceremonial opening of
a sake barrel, accompanied by the Matsuri distinguished guests.



Teikyo School UK Mikoshi Procession ##8 #5¥E

Teikyo School UK will bring a lively mikoshi procession to Japan Matsuri 2026. Our students will carry a phoenix
topped portable shrine around Trafalgar Square, filling the area with colour, movement, and the joyful calls of
“Wasshoi! Wasshoi!”. Follow the sound and excitement-when you hear the shouts, the mikoshi is on its way!
https://teikyo-london-uk.teikyo.jp

11:00~12:00

The Soran-bushi Performance V—5 &1 (GIHEEZR)

Soran Bushi - A Celebration of Japanese Tradition

Experience the energy and spirit of Japan as students from Rikkyo School in England take the stage at Japan
Matsuri 2026 with their performance of Séran Bushi, a traditional festival dance. Accompanied by the taiko
drums and captivating choreography, this display brings Japanese heritage to life. Join us at Trafalgar Square
as these young performers build cultural bridges between the UK and Japan through the power of dance.
https://www.rikkyo.co.uk/

Radio Taiso with Kibitan S>#{&# with ¥E42>

Get moving with Radio Taiso, a classic Japanese exercise routine! Originally started in the 1920s, Radio Taiso
is practised in schools, parks, companies and festivals. It is a fun and energising way to refresh both body and
mind. Join the teachers and graduates from Chelsea Kodomo no Hiroba, together with Kibitan—the Yellow
Bird of Happiness from Fukushima! A gentle touch is said to bring good luck and happiness!
https://chelsea-kodomonohiroba.co.uk/

Nippon Club Women'’s Choir The Green Chorus

B&IS 7L HEEAIY—a—-5X

For forty years, Nippon Club Japanese Women's Choir -The Green Chorus has performed at churches, festivals
and concerts all over London introducing Japanese music; As done since the first Japan Matsuri, The Green
Chorus will deliver 5 favourite songs. Tune in to enjoy Japanese music in the heart of London.
https://www.nipponclub.co.uk/html/05.html | https://www.facebook.com/GreenChorusLondon/

The SOAS Min'y Group SOAS RiEJIVL—7

Founded by the late Dr David Hughes, The SOAS Min'yd Group is a diverse set of professional and amateur
musicians based in the UK, and one of the few groups in the UK teaching and performing traditional music
from Japan.

Showcasing Japanese instruments such as the shamisen and shakuhachi, along with opportunities for
audience participation, The SMG will perform a variety of min'yd (folk songs) from around Japan.

Find out more about us here: https:/linktr.ee/soasminyo
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Shimizu Mikoshi Procession — Traditional Festival Culture from Shizuoka, Japan
L JEkEE

Shimizu Minato-kai is a traditional Mikoshi organisation from Shimizu, Shizuoka, Japan. Through an authentic
Mikoshi procession, we will share the excitement, unity and spiritual meaning of Japanese Matsuri. Together
with local students and volunteers, we hope to create a memorable cultural exchange between Japan and the
United Kingdom. Instagram (@shimizu_minatokai)

Let's play Kendama! (FAE

Did you know that kendama was originally played by adults as a drinking game? In 1919, Hiroshima craftsman
Hamaiji Equsa redesigned it by adding the cross-piece with two side cups. Known as the Nichigetsu Ball (“Sun and
Moon Ball”), it became the foundation of the modern kendama. Come and discover its fascinating history, enjoy
an exciting demonstration, and see how many amazing tricks can be performed with this traditional Japanese toy!

London Okinawa Sanshinkai OV FVihi@=#g&

The London Okinawa Sanshinkai is a group of Okinawan folk, classical music and traditional dance enthusiasts.
Amongst the members are Okinawans, mainland Japanese and several other nationalities. They play and teach
Okinawan folk and classical music and traditional dance using traditional instruments.

Website: https://sanshinkai.uk/ | Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/londonokinawasanshinkai/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/londonokinawasanshinkai/?locale=en_GB

Ryukyu Kobujutsu Classical Martial Arts Bk E

Ryukyu Kobujutsu originated in the Ryukyu Islands of Okinawa and has a fascinating history spanning
hundreds of years. In Japan Matsuri they will demonstrate some of the Ryukyu traditional weapons in Kihon
(basics), Kata (form) and Kumite (fighting) and show the unique attributes for each weapon.

Watch this exciting demonstration and learn more about the art of Ryukyu Kobujutsu at Japan Matsuri.
www.rkagb.com (UK) | https://www.ryukyukobujutsuhozonshinkokai.org/ (Japan)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TH6bojke7T0 (Bo Demonstration)

13:00~14:00

Awaodori by Japan Association in the UK FIi%EEY by ZEEIHAASR

The Japan Association (JA) was founded in November 1996 with the prime aims of providing support to the
Japanese community in the UK and to promote the Anglo-Japanese relationship. Their performance at Japan
Matsuri is called the Awa odori, a traditional folk dance done at Tokushima prefecture's most famous festival in
August. Members of the Japan Association will perform this dance with traditional Japanese singers and musicians,
who play Wadaiko (Japanese drums) and Shamisen (a three-stringed traditional Japanese musical instrument).

As the song for this dance goes ' BAMIRIC. RAMR. ELCHRES. BES57GHE. 18 (The dancers are fools,
and the watchers are fools. If both are fools, why not dance?)’, we will be delighted for as many people as possible
to join us for the dance on the day. https://www.japanassociation.org.uk/

ograpny by-Shinobu tkazaki




Ready Singer one L71—VH—7
Ready Singer One are back at Japan Matsuri with a vibrant set of your favourite songs from Anime and
Japanese culture! Prepare to be embraced in a wonderful musical experience, with iconic songs reimagined
in eight-part harmony. Ready Singer One are the UK's only film and videogame choir, they perform regularly
at events such as The Science Museum Lates and Comic Con. Their bespoke choral arrangements are always a
success with many crowds! www.readysingerone.co.uk

Smilewalking Club Fashion Performance Show

ARRLIVIA—F2T95T T7yarya—

Smile Walking Club Inc.'s. mission is to help build a more inclusive society through entertainment. Guided by
our philosophy of Fashion x Beauty x Smile, Japan Matsuri's performance is a celebration of individual style,
determination, and the courage to pursue dreams. They are especially delighted to present their headline act, the
inclusive idol group IRIS Angel. Enjoy their stage performances, featuring a vibrant mix of colourful fashion and music!
https://www.smilewalking.or.jp

14:15~15:00

Bon Odori Let's Dance Tanko Bushi (Japan House)
Experience Tankd Bushi, one of Japan's most beloved Bon dances.

Originating in the coal-mining communities of Tagawa, Fukuoka Prefecture, this lively dance is known for its
distinctive movements inspired by the work of miners and is now enjoyed at summer festivals throughout Japan.
Join us and follow along with the dance's simple, rhythmic movements!

Performed by participants from workshops organised by @JapanHouseLondon and the Japan Association in the UK.
https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/ | https://www.japanassociation.org.uk/

Cosplay Celebration aX7L L 7L —Y3>

Step into the world of Japanese media with our colourful cosplay show on the main stage. This year's show
will feature performances from cosplayers portraying characters from anime, manga and games.

Don't know cosplay? Cosplay is a popular pastime where participants express their love for their favourite
fictional characters through detailed costumes and performance. It has been a thriving hobby in Japan since
the 1980s, and has since spread across the globe.

Radio Taiso with Kibitan S/#{&# with ¥4~

Get moving with Radio Taiso, a classic Japanese exercise routine! Originally started in the 1920s, Radio Taiso
is practised in schools, parks, companies and festivals. It is a fun and energising way to refresh both body and
mind. Join the teachers and graduates from Chelsea Kodomo no Hiroba, together with Kibitan—the Yellow
Bird of Happiness from Fukushima! A gentle touch is said to bring good luck and happiness!
https://chelsea-kodomonohiroba.co.uk/

15:00~16:25

NAOMI SUZUKI with Press X #5777 = with Press X

Japanese singer-songwriter Naomi Suzuki, whose music reached No.2 on the UK J-pop chart, joins forces with
Press X, a London-based rock band inspired by video games. Together they perform a vibrant mix of Japanese
music, featuring City Pop classics such as "Stay with Me" and "Plastic Love," anime favourites and Naomi's
original songs. Don't miss this exciting new collaboration!

Naomi Suzuki https://lit.link/naomisuzuki

Press X https://www.instagram.com/pressxband/
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Let's play Kendama! }AE

Did you know that kendama was originally played by adults as a drinking game? In 1919, Hiroshima craftsman
Hamaji Egusa redesigned it by adding the cross-piece with two side cups. Known as the Nichigetsu Ball (“Sun and
Moon Ball”), it became the foundation of the modern kendama. Come and discover its fascinating history, enjoy
an exciting demonstration, and see how many amazing tricks can be performed with this traditional Japanese toy!

Seth (Moi dix Mois / Redo) Japanese Visual-kei J«2a7IVRR—hHURF
Seth is best known as the vocalist of the gothic Visual-kei project "Moi dix Mois". Renowned for his powerful
voice and theatrical stage presence, he has been an influential figure in the Japanese Visual-kei music scene
for over two decades, captivating audiences in Japan and across the globe.

Beyond Visual-kei, Seth also explores the rich traditions of enka/kayou music under his given stage name,
Miyoshi Seiji, and as a member of "Sakura Zensen", the world's only Visual-kei enka unit.
https://www.instagram.com/zsama_seth/ (Seth)

Experience another side of Japanese culture through this special performance by one of Visual-kei's most
celebrated vocalists!

British Sumo #B#&

Experience a gripping demonstration of Sumo Wrestling at Japan Matsuri 2026 in the heart of London at
Trafalgar Square! Bringing together discipline, motivation, and passion, this incredible showcase highlights
Sumo not just as a competition and entertainment, but as a provision for personal wellbeing.

On stage, youth and senior wrestlers from across England, including British Champions will demonstrate a
variety of winning techniques. With UK roots dating back to 1985 British Sumo is dedicated to bringing people
together across diverse communities. Come learn about their spirit of oneness in the Dohyo and enjoy a
martial art that is as traditional as it is modern and fun!

Don’t miss out on this special experience to see Sumo in the UK!

www.britishsumo.com, www.englandsumo.com, www.instagram.com/deep.sumo

16:30~18:00

Kenbu - The Spirit of the Samurai 5215

Kenbu (%£) , often known as the “Sword Dance”, is a traditional Japanese performing art that combines
movements with the katana (sword) and sensu (folding fan) with classical poetry to express the spirit and
ideals of the samurai.

In this special programme, Auga Magari, Founder and Artistic Director of Samurai Kenbu Theater in Kyoto,
presents a selection of performances accompanied by an introduction to the art form. Audiences will
experience the expressive possibilities of the katana and sensu, offering a unique insight into the beauty,
power, and artistry of this living tradition. https://www.samurai-kenbu.jp/

Wadaiko Performance - Tamashii School of Wadaiko-Do

The Tamashii Drummers bring to you a dynamic and captivating Wadaiko performance, featuring a variety of
different styles, including the colourful and spirited Fukui style from the West Coast of Japan.

Tamashii Drummers is a London-based Wadaiko troupe that shares the energy and spirit of Japanese Taiko
with audiences around the world. Their performances fuse traditional and contemporary styles.

The group has appeared at prestigious venues such as Westminster Abbey and on Channel 4, celebrating
Japanese culture through sound, movement, and emotion.

Learn more at www.tamashii.co.uk or follow them on Facebook: Tamashii School of Wadaiko-Do.



Yosakoi London Temuzu &K¥ZL Oy rFyXEF

Yosakoi London Temuzu is an amateur Yosakoi dance group based in London. Yosakoi is a Japanese dance style
that combines elements of traditional Japanese dance and music with a variety of modern-day influences (such
as jazz, rock, hip hop, and many more). Yosakoi London Temuzu have performed all over the UK and in Europe,
and in 2019, they were awarded the official Yosakoi Ambassador title by Kochi prefecture, the birthplace of
Yosakoi. This title is given to teams from around the world to help promote the art and share the joy of Yosakoi.
Yosakoi is a fun, energetic dance and open to anyone. If you're interested in giving it a go, we're always looking
for people to join us!  https://www.yosakoilondon.co.uk/ | https://www.instagram.com/yosakoilondon/
https://www.facebook.com/yosakoilondon/

Nihon Buyo Group UK with Kimonodego HZ £ with Kimono de Go
Nihon Buyo is a Japanese Traditional Dance Performance Group based in London.

In Japan Matsuri their dance performance will present costumes and dances that blend traditional Japanese
and Western styles. www.kimonodego.com

Radio Taiso SA 1k

Get moving with Radio Taiso, a classic Japanese exercise routine! Originally started in the 1920s, radio taiso
is practiced in schools, parks, companies, and festivals, it is a fun and energising way to refresh both body and
mind. Join us for an easy exercise led by the teachers and graduates from Chelsea Kodomo no Hiroba!

Shamisen Pop - A Journey Through Modern Japan with YUZU

=ZBIERY 7 with B

Shamisen Singer YUZU (Yuzu Natsumi) blends the timeless sound of the shamisen with modern pop, anime
songs, and original music. Having performed in 29 countries, she brings a vibrant stage filled with powerful
vocals and dynamic energy. Experience a unique fusion of Japanese tradition and contemporary culture in an
unforgettable live performance. https://yuzumusic.net/

Mikoshi Procession #El (RO FFEIRE)

Look out for the mikoshi, a portable shrine with a phoenix on top, which will be carried around the square.
If you hear the shouts of ‘Wasshoi! Wasshoi!" you know you are in the right place! (The mikoshi are kindly
provided by Teikyo School UK.)

SAKURA CHERRY TREE PROJECT #7mz/hk

Enjoy the Koto Music collaborating with Sakura Choir London and Nozomi Fukushima the soprano singer.

Ll 9z0z unsiepy ueder
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Sakura Cherry Tree Project presents songs of Japanese soul, “Sakura Sakura”, “Furusato (Hometown)”, “The
Moon over the Ruined Castle” and “Princess Mononoke Main Theme".

Sakura Cherry Tree Project: https://japanuksakura.org/

Sakura Choir London: https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=sakura%?20choir%20london

Keiko Kitamura: www.keikokitamura.com | Nozomi Fukushima: https:/lit.link/nozomif

19:00~20:00

UK Ballet Dancers Summit — The Real Story

Britain's three great ballet companies unite for the first time at the UK's largest Japan Festival. Dancers from
The Royal Ballet, Birmingham Royal Ballet and English National Ballet rarely share a stage. This autumn,
Japanese dancers from all three appear together in a special interview, sharing their journeys and ties to
Japan. Meet the faces of Britain's finest ballet companies, together for once.

Ryoichi Hirano - Principal: Royal Ballet Company Luca Acri - First Soloist: Royal Ballet Company
Taisuke Nakao - First Soloist: Royal Ballet Company Daichi Ikarashi - Soloist: Royal Ballet Company
Miki Mizutani - Principal: Birmingham Royal Ballet Anri Sugiura - First Artist: English National Ballet

Instagram: @beyond_the_barre_uk

Bon Odori Let's Dance Tanko Bushi (Japan House)
Experience Tankd Bushi, one of Japan's most beloved Bon dances.

Originating in the coal-mining communities of Tagawa, Fukuoka Prefecture, this lively dance is known for its
distinctive movements inspired by the work of miners and is now enjoyed at summer festivals throughout Japan.
Join us and follow along with the dance's simple, rhythmic movements!

Performed by participants from workshops organised by @JapanHouseLondon and the Japan Association in the UK.
https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/ | https://www.japanassociation.org.uk/

Japan Matsuri song IBUKI /

Naomi Suzuki with Chelsea Kodomo no Hiroba & Universal Young Stars
IJvINVEYVY T TR : KT FIE&FiHiE

We're dancing together once again to the powerful rhythms of the Japan Matsuri Official Song — "IBUKI"!

A song loved at Japanese festivals around the world, "IBUKI" brings everyone together through music, dance,
and celebration. This year, Naomi Suzuki, Chelsea Kodomo no Hiroba, and Universal Young Stars will light up the
stage once again!Clap your hands, dance with us and sing along.

Let's fill Trafalgar Square with smiles, energy, and the spirit of Japan. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
6iFFXga7Dw&t=4s | https://lit.link/naomisuzuki

Joji Hirota’s London Taiko Drummers EHXBEOYFYABEFZT—X

'Joji Hirota and The London Taiko Drummers was founded in the early 80's .

The group performed in various prestigious occasions and was the opening act for LIVE EARTH at London
Wembley stadium along 100 drummers include Roger Taylor; the UK Business Award Ceremony with the
presence of HRH The Prince of Wales, Worldwide Festivals and more. www.Jojihirota.com

There’s plenty more to enjoy, including interviews with special guests, sumo, Bon Odori,
kendama demonstrations, and much more!



